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GOl'VER  RUR/iL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Healtti  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
GORSEINON. 


To  Tbe  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
GO'/VER  RURIJL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1944>  which  is  the  fifth  of  its  series* 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  which  I have 
received  from  the  Council,  the  staff  of  my  own  department, 
the  Heads  of  the  other  departments  of  the  council. 

Dr,  A*  R»  Gulley,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
Dr,  T.  \¥»  Wade,  chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  wolsh  Board 
of  Health, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


G,  E.  DONOVAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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Social  Conditions  and  industries. 


The  area  is  chiefly  agricultural  vjith  the  exception  of 
the  Worth  Eastern  end  of  the  Peninsula  which  is  more  or  less 
industrial. 

At  Tliree  Crosses  there  is  a colliery  that  employs 
approximately  200  men  who  are  drawn  from  surrounding  areas. 

At  ponclawdd,  the  Coddle  Industry  is  thriving,  about 
200  people  being  engaged  on  the  work. 

The  Proof  Range  which  is  a war  measure  has  employed  a 
considerable  number  of  persons  drawn  from  all  parts,  but, 
unfortunately,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  whole  place  be 
closed  down  on  the  31st  March,  1946.  It  is  hoped  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  induce  the  powers  that  be  to  bring  in  some 
light  industry  in  its  place. 


Area  and  Population. 


The  District  is  divided  into 
ach  parish  being  as  follows 

17  parishes, 

the  acre 

Bis hops ton. 

2598 

acres. 

Llanmadoc. 

1463 

acre  s. 

Cheritoiio 

1427 

acres. 

list  on. 

3109 

acres. 

Reyiroldston. 

1069 

acres. 

Knelston. 

548 

acres. 

Llangcmiith. 

3373 

acres. 

Llanrhidian  Higher, 

5212 

acres. 

Llanrhidian  Lower. 

6125 

acres. 

Wicholaston. 

517 

acres. 

penmaen. 

1005 

acres. 

Oxwich, 

1342 

acres. 

Pennard, 

2862 

acre  s. 

Penrice. 

2127 

acres. 

Port eyn on. 

1151 

acres. 

Llandewi, 

2010 

acres. 

Rhossilli. 

2215 

acres. 

38153 

acres. 
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inio  estimated  rosidont  population  of  the  district  for 
1S44  is  given  hy  the  Registrar-General  as  11,000. 

^The  numher  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
viciS  n?030,  and  the  rateable  value  of  the  district  was 
<S34j 4o0,  which  represents  a sum  of  £123*  us  the  yield  of 
a penny  rateo 


Bir^ths. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  for  the  district 
during  1944  was  17o,  being  95  males  and  8l  females, 
repo.  sent ing  a birth  rate  of  lo.O  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
populationo  This -rate  is  slightly  lower  than  that  recorded  for 
T]ng„a.nd  ^ and  /ales  which  is  given  as  17,6  per  thousand  of  the 
population.  in  1943,  the  net  total  births  amounted  to  18?  with 
a bir-ch  rate  of  1S,  2 per  thousand  of  the  population;  thus  this 
yeauj  -Ghere  is  a decrease  of  11  births,  or  0.2  below  the  rate 
recorded  for  the  preceding  year, 

4 male  illegitimate  children  were  registered  and  5 females, 
a pj-'oportion  of  51=  1 per  thousand  registered  live  births, 

stillbirths  numbered  5,  that  is  1 male  and  4 females, 
Wt:..iuh  IS  equivalent  to  a rate  of  27.6  per  thousand  total  (live 
and  still)  birthso  ^ 


Deaths, 


The  not  total  deaths  after  al 
transfers  was  120,  66  males  and  54 
death  rate  of  10^9  por  thousand  of 
lower  than  the  figure  of  11,^6  per 
for  England  and  h/aleso  139  deaths 
death  rate  of  12.0  per  thousand  of 
thore^  is  a decrease  of  19  deaths, 
for  the  preceding  year. 


lowing  for  invjard  and  outward 
females.  This  represents  a 
the  population,  and  is  slightly 
thousand  of  the  population  given 
occurred  during  1943,  giving  a 
the  population;  thus  this  year 
or  1.1  below  the  rate  recorded 


. I'horc  vjere  10  deaths  in  children  under  1 year,  durino' 
whicn  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  57  per  thousand 
1.1  VO  bi.rthso 


1944, 

total 


2 ox  cno  9 illegibimaoe  children  born,  died  under  the  age 
Ox  , ^ear,  representing  a death  rate  of  222  per  thousaiid 
illegitimate  live  births  ■ - - 


whilst  8 out  of 


67  legitimate 


children  born,  died  under  the  age  of  1 year,  representing  a death 
a.te  47  por  thousand  legitimate  live  births. 


ITo  deaths  ^wero  registered  in  the  area  as  being  due  to 
puo‘x^pcral  Sepsis,  but  one  occurred  from  other  maternal  causes, 
gi'/ing  oui  incidence  rate  of  5*5  per  thousand  live  and  still  births, 

no  deaths  occurred  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  the 
age  of  2 years.  The  rate  for  England  and  :7ales  was  4.8  per 
thousand  live  births. 
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4 deattis  wero  due  to  Pneumonia,  7 to  Influenza,  3 to 
Broncliitis,  and  1 from  other  forms  of  Respiratory  Diseases, 
giving  a total  of  15  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Respiratory 
Diseases,  apart  from  Tuberculosis,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.  3 
per  thousand  of  the  populationo 

4 deaths  were  registered  from  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  system,  and  3 from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
giving  a death  rate  of  0„  63  per  thousand  of  the  population* 

4 deaths  were  registered  from  Violence  apart  from  Suicide, 
there  being  no  suicidal  doathSo 


Cancer  and  all  other  forms  of  malignant  disease  caused 
19  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  I0 7 per  thousand  of  the 
population. 


ar'e 


The  rates  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  in  1944 
as  follows:— 

GO'i/ER,  EITGLAI'TD  AITD  WALDS, 


DISEASES, 


No,  of  Rate  per  1,000  Rate  per  1,000 
deaths,  population*  population* 


Small  pom,  0 

Scarlet  Fever,  0 

Whooping  G ough . 0 

Diphtherj.a,  0 

Measiesn  0 

Typhoid  so.d.  Paratyphoid,  0 
Influenza,  7 

Cerebrospinal  pever,  0 


0*  00 
Oo  00 
0,  00 
0,  00 
0.  00 
0,  00 
0^  63 
0,  00 


0,  00 
0.  00 
0*03 
0*  02 
0*  01 
0«  00 
0*  12 

Not  available* 


Infectious  Diseases, 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  It 
may  bo  stated  that  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  this  area 
is  low  due  to  the  extensive  Immunisation  canipaign* 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  this  area  is  as 
follows : — 


Children  aged  1 to  5 years,  87*  9^-4 

Children  aged  5 to  15  years,  98*  1/b« 

The  number  of  children  completely  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year  1944  was  as  follows; - 

1.94  Pre-school  children* 

54  School  children* 


4* 


It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  ttot  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  gives  nearly  100>o  protection  and  that  in  my 
opinion  a parent  or  guardian  who  .knowingly  deprives  a child 
of  this  protection  is  guilty,  to  say  the  least,  of  gross 
negligence  and  that  is  using  a mild  term.  There  is  no  reason 
why  anyone  in  this  area  can  state  that  they  are  not  aware  of 
the  facilities  available  to  them  for  immunisation.  Most  of 
the  children  have  been  immunised  by  myself. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

7 cases  of  Scarlet  Dover  were  notified  to  my  department 
during  the  year,  6 of  which  were  admitted  to  G-amgoch  Isolation 
Hospital, 

The  removal  of  cases  of  scarlet  Dover  to  Isolation 
Hospital  in  this  district,  depends  upon  home  conditions. 

If  the  homo  conditions  are  such  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  it  is  safe  to  nurse  the  patient 
at  hone,  this  is  done,  but  if  the  home  conditions  are  not  so, 
the  patient  is  admitted  to  Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital, 

Scarlet  Dever  is  caused  by  the  Haemolytic  Streptococcus 
and  produces  a typical  rash  in  the  patient.  Many  a case  may 
be  infected  with  this  organism  resulting  only  in  sore  throat 
with  absence  of  rash  and  strawberry  tongue,  hence  the  difficulty 
in  the  detection  and  control  of  carriers  of  this  disease. 

Ant  i -Toxins, 

Supplies  of  Scarlet  Dever  and  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxins  are 
stored  at  the  Police  stations  in  the  district  ready  for  use  by 
any  of  the  General  Practitioners, 

Pneumonia  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 

4 cases  of  Pneumonia  and  influenzal  pneumonia  wore 
notified  during  the  year,  giving  a rate  of  0,36  per  thousand 
of  the  population.  Of  these,  4 proved  fatal.  The  rate  recorded 
for  England  and  V/ales  was  0,  97  per  thousand  of  the  population* 


puerperal  pyrexia, 

1 case  of  Puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified.  This  gives  a 
rate  of  5*5  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still)  births,  and 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  10,34  per  thousand,- 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

The  respiratory  diseases  such  as  Influenza,  etc,  are 
spread  gonorally  by  droplet  infection.  If  individuals  could 
be  educated  not  to  sneeze  or  cough,  except  into  a hankerchief, 
the  incidence  of  these  diseases  would  be  greatly  reduced. 


A fair  amount  of  disease  can  be  attributed  to  ignorance 
and  economic'  conditions*  probably,  within  the  next  25  years, 
these  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  education  and  the  increased 
standards  of  living  of  the  common  people. 

Scabies. 

Scabies  are  treated  in  this  area  by  the  Benzyl  Benzoate 
treatment  which  is  supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor.  Cases 
are  brought  to  our  notice  by  the  County  Medical  officer  of 
Health,  Local  Medical  Practitioners,  Health  Visitor,  and  by 
direct  application  by  the  patients  who  are  very appreciative 
of  the  facilities  given  to  them. 

venereal  Diseases. 

Venereal  disease  is  a menace  to  public  health.  One  of 
the  best  means  of  reducing  its  incidence  is  by  very  generous 
propaganda.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  carried  out  such 
propaganda  throughout  the  country.  The  Glamorgan  County  Council 
is  co-operating  to  the  fullest  degree  with  the  local  authorities*. 
We  are  co-operating  whole-heartedly  with  the  v.D.  campaign. 

Many  cases  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  health 
department.  Those  who  are  not  attending  for  treatment  are 
contacted  and  encouraged  to  attend  a V.D.  clinic.  Contacts 
are  also  requested  to  attend  a clinic. 

Wasserman  Blood  Tests  are  being  done  in  our  Ante-*-Natal 
Clinics,  as  a routine,  and  the  samples  of  blood  are  sent  to 
the  Cardiff  and  County  public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  nearest  clinics  for  this  area  are  held  at  Swansea 
and  Port  Talbot,  and  the  sessions  are  as  follovjsj- 

Swansea  Clinic  (Situate  at  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital} 

Male  s.  Monday  2.0  p.m. 

Tuesday  7*30  p.m. 

Friday  10.30  a.m* 

Females.  Thursday  1.0  p.m. 


Port  Talbot  Clinic  (situate  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 

road  iWediately  opposite  the  exit  from  G.'V/.R.  " Station) 

Male  a.  Monday  2*30  p.m.  to  4.30pm.  6b  5*  0pm.  to  8.0  pm., 
Thursday  10.30  am.  to  1.0  pm.  & 2. 0 pm.  to  4.  0 pnw 

Females.  Wednesday  10.30  am.  to  1.0  pm.  6b  2. 0 pm.  to  4.0  pm. 
Thursday  5. 0 pm.  to  7.  0 pn. 
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Al'TALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  IHAI-T  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURDIG  OHE  YEAR  194U. 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 


7. 


18  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4 of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1944.  The  total  number 
of  deaths  registered  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  Mas  7. 

The  existing  arrangements  between  the  uedical  Officers  of 
the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association,  and  the 
General  practitioners  of  the  district  appears  efficient  and 
satisfactory.  All  new  cases  are,  as  a rule,  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  physician  for  confirmation  of  diagiiosis,  treatment, 
and  for  continued  observation  of  progress. 

certain  cases  are  eligible  for  financial  help  and  those 
that  are  not,  who  need  financial  help,  are  referred  to  the  public 
Assistance  Authorities. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  of  surgical  Tuberculosis,  the 
Sanitary  inspector  automatically  checksup  on  the  milk  supply  from 
which  district  the  notification  is  received. 


Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  are  given  in  the  following  Table.*- 


Age 

ITEi/  OASES. 

DEATHS* 

Groups. 

Respiratory. 

Hon 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

lion 

Respiratory. 

Me 

Pc 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

0 - 
1 ~ 
5 - 

1 

- 

1 

; 

; 

- 

2 

I 

15  - 

6 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- j 

25  - 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

, 35  -- 

1, 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1, 

45  ~ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

‘ 55  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

** 

( 

65  and  upwards. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

i 

TOTALS. 

13 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

. , ^ 

_Lj 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  19.23. 

Wo  action  i/i;as  taken  under  this  regulation  during  the  year 
1944,  relating  to  Tuhercular  employees  in  the  milk  trade, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SDGTIOW  172. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  the  year, 

1944e 


RHEmiATIC  FEVER  MD  RHEUMATIC  CARDITIS, 

Rheumatic  Fever  in  childhood  is  the  main  source  of  Heart 
Disease  up  to  the  age  of  40  years  in  Britain.  It  exceeded 
Tuberculosis  as  the  cause  of  death  up  to  the  age  of  20  years. 
It  is  estimated  that  almost  10^  of  all  rejections  for  service 
during  the  war  viere  on  account  of  Heart  Disease.  The  economic 
loss  each  year  in  peace-time  could  be  judged  by  the  fact  that 
the  duration  of  economic  activity  in  these  men  was  no  more 
than  10  years  on  the  average. 

It  is  recognised  that  poverty  and  overcrowding  are 
basic  causes  and  that  Rheumatic  Fever  is  rare  among  the 
children  of  the  well-to-do.  Anything  done  in  these  directions 
will  reduce  the  incidence  of  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease, 

Compulsory  notification  of  Rheumatic  Fever  is  essential 
for  progress,  as  it  would  permit  its  early  diagnosis.  The 
London  County  Council  has  an  excellent  scheme  for  Rheumatic 
Children,  The  Public  should  know  that  it  is  very  desirable 
that  institutional  treatment  from  the  outset  and  subsequent  / 
supervision  should  be  extended  to  every  case  of  Rheumatic 
Fever,  The  facilities  in  this  district  are  meagre. 


r 


PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by 
Dr.  sladden  at  the  ’'Beck”  Laboratory,  Swansea.  All  Bledical 
Practitioners  within  the  district  can  have  any  sample  examined 
free  of  cost,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Council, 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a.)  For  Infectious  Cases.  A Motor  Ambulance  is  provided 
for  the  removal  or  inrectious  Cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

(^)  For  Non~infectious  Cases,  Accident  and  Maternity 
Cases.  The  St,  John  Ambulances  at  Swansea  and  Gowerton  can  be 
obtained  by  any  member  of  the  public  upon  payment,  if  such  a 
member  is  not  a contributor. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  For  ordinary  siclaiess  or  accident,  the 
service  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Memorial  Association  Nurses  is 
available  in  the  area.  These  nurses  are  paid  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association, 

(t))'  Infectious  Diseases.  In  cases  of  severe  epidemics 
such  as  Measles  or  Influenza,  helpers  can  be  obtained,  and  these 
helpers  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

Premature  Babies. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  local  hospitals 
that  take  in  Maternity  Cases  in  this  area,  to  keep  in  hospital 
any  Infant  who  is  born  prematurely.  The  child  is  not  sent  home 
until  it  is  up  to  the  average  weight.  if  a child  is  bom 
prematurely  at  home,  the  home  is  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor, 
and  if  the  child  requires  institutional  care,  it  is  iimnediately 
sent  to  the  -fest  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  penrhiwtyn.  if  it  is 
safe  for  the  child  to  stay  at  home,  the  Maternity  and  child 
'Welfare  Authority  co-operates  in  providing  blankets,  hotwater 
bottles,  etc. 

1 1 1 e gi t iiTi a t e Child r eru 

All  these  cases  are  carefully  supervised  by  the  Health 
Department,  and  suitable  institutional  treatment  is  provided 
if  required.  The  unmarried  mother  is  encouraged  to  keep  her 
own  child  if  possible,  ’When  the  home  difficulties  with  the 
grandparents  of  the  child  are  smoothed  out,  it  is  very  desirable 
that ^ the  mother  should  keep  the  child  as  long  as  possible  as  no 
institution  is  equivalent  to  even  a fair  natural  affection  from  the 
baby’s  mother,  some  cases  must  be  adopted,  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  co-operates  in  seeing  that  the  child  is  suitably  adopted 


( 
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Many  enquiries  are  made  by  adoption  societies  about  tlie 
suitability  of  prospective  foster  parents  in  tdis  area.  AH 
these  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated,  and  a conf id ential 
report  is  sent  to  the  adoption  society. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  centres. 

There  are  five  Infant  V/elf are  Centres  in  the  district : ~ 


Dunvant 
Bishops ton 
Pend  aw  dd 
Llanmorlais 
Reynold ston 


held  on  alternate  Tuesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Tuesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Wednesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Wednesdays, 
held  on  alternate  Thursdays, 


The  attendance  at  the  clinics  during  1 944  was  as  follows.-;  — 


Dunvant  ... 

Ho.  on  register  ... 

130 

infants. 

Average  Attendance  ... 

80 

(t 

Bishopston  ... 

Ho.  on  register  ... 

96 

ti 

Average  attendance  ... 

30 

!l 

penclawdd  • . • 

Ho,  on  register  ... 

. 116 

U 

Average  Attendance  ... 

68 

U 

Llanmorlais  «.. 

Ho,  on  register  ... 

55 

(t 

Average  Attendance  ,,. 

35 

if 

Reynold  ston  ... 

Ho.  on  register  ... 

48 

ft 

Average  Attendance  ... 

25 

if 

Ante -Ratal  Clinic  s. 

Ante -Ratal  Clinics  are  held  monthly  at  Ponclawdd  and 
Bis  hops ton.  The  Midwives  attend  these  clinics  with  their 
patients,  and  the  clinics  are  integrated  with  the  County  ^nte- 
I'Tatal  Clinic  at  the  west  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  penrhiwtyn* 

pro  Drummond,  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Officer  has  asked 
for  Blood  Saiuple s to  test  for  the  Rh  factor.  We  send  to  him 
sample s of  blood  of  the  pregnant  women  attend ing  our  Ante -Ratal 
Clinic  So 


School  Clinic s. 


The  School  Clinics  in  the  district  are  held  at  the 
Gowerton  Schools,  where  the  children  are  treated  periodically 
by  the  Education  Authorities'  Medical  Officers, 


11. 

Tuberculosis  Clinics. 

Tb.e  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  in  th.o  care  of  the  Sing 
Ed'«/i/ard  VII  Velsh  National  Biemorial  Association  and  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  attend  the  dispensary  at  10^  G-rove 
Place,  Swansea,  which  is  open  from  9.30  a.  m.  to  12,0  noon  on 
Blond  ays,  Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays. 

sanatorium  accommodation  for  the  pationts  of  this  district 
is  provided  at  the  various  Sanatoria  in  '/ales,  there  being  no 
local  sanatorium. 

Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital. 

Infectious  cases  in  this  district  are  treated  at  the 
Garngoch  isolation  Hospital,  where  the  facilities  provided 
lend  themselves  to  the  adequate  nursing  of  the  various  cases 
vi/hich  are  admitted. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  cases  admitted  comprised 
6 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  5 cases  of  Dysentery,  and  1 case  of 
pemphigus  Neonatorum* 

Vaccination. 

There  are  certain  risks  if  the  vaccination  law  is  not 
complied  with.  It  is  advisable,  especially  during  wartime, 
that  vaccination  should  be  carried  out* 

Medical  opinion  is  inclined  to  the  view  that  in  the 
years  after  the  war,  the  Vaccination  Law  may  be  altered.  It 
is  believed  that  in  normal  times,  small  pox  can  be  controlled 
by  adequate  supervision  at  the  points  of  entry  into  the 
country,  quarantine,  and  vaccination  of  the  people  of  an 
area  where  Small  pox  occurs. 


i 


c 


I 


\ 


/* 


...r> 


/ 


■r  • 


> 


- i 


Hospitals, 


12, 


Tiic  Hospitals  ivliero  treatment  is  available  for  the  iiiHa'bitants, 
of  th.0  district  are  as  tabalated  iDeloi^;  — 


Hospital. 

S ituation* 

purpose. 

Beds, 

Gorseinon  General 
and  Maternity; 

Gorseinon. 

General  and 
Maternity, 

Medical  and  surgical, 
60  Leds,  Children  10, 
Maternity  10  beds. 
Ear,  Hose  and  Throat, 

S'^vansea  General  & 
Sye  Hospital; 

Svjansea, 

General, 

l 

I 

1 

Medical  and  surgical. 
Children,  Ear,  Hose  | 

and  Throat,  Venereal 
Diseases.  i 

Llanelly  & District 
General  Hospital; 

Llanelly, 

General, 

Medical  and  surgical. 
Children,  Ear,  Hose 
and  Tbroat, 

west  Glamorgan 
County  Hospital; 

Heath, 

General  & 
Maternity, 

Bridgend, 

Mental. 

Ilcnsol 

Castle. 

Montal, 

i 

/ 

Garngoctie 

Garngoch  • 
Common, 

Isolation, 

i 

infectious  Diseases. 

28  beds  & 4 cots. 

c 


f r . 


13. 


Most  maternity  cases  are  attended  at  home  by  HidVi/ives,  while 
others  make  use  of  the  Maternit^^  liospitalsj  local  practit ioners 
being  called  in  if  required*  infective  cases  are  treated  at  the 
Garngoch  Isolation  Hospital* 

Complicated  pregnancies  and  Obstetrical  emergencies  are 
admitted  to  the  '-'/est  Glamorgan  County  Hospital,  Penrhiwtyn,  Heath. 


’(AATdr en  ‘and" AoHc^e s's^lftirr 

Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  children,  and 
hoiiieloss  children  is  provided,  for  by  the  respective  public 
Assistance  authorities  at  pontardawe  and  penmaen. 


During  the  year,  the  Health  Visitor  paid: 


1. 

To 

Hxpectant  Mothers; 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

37 

82 

2. 

•To 

Children  under  1 year 
of  age : 

First  Visits 
Total  Visits 

1S1 

1000 

3. 

To  Children  between  the 
ages  of  1 and  5 yea.rs. 

Total  Visits 

1163 

Iiif 

Life  protection.  - Child 

:^r  sjons 

Any  cases  coming  under  the  Children  and  Young  persons 
Act,  1932,  are  reported  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Orthopaedic  Treati^ent,  etc. 

Cases  of  pre-school  children  arc  referred  to  the 
Orthopaedic,  Par,  Hose  and  Throat  and  ophthalmic  clinics  of 
the  Glamorgan  County  Council  for  examination  and  treatment. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  local  council  adopt  a scale 
of  charges  in  respect  of  spectacles,  operative  treatment  and 
orthopaedic  appliances  for  the  assistance  of  parents  who  are 
unable  to  meet  the  additional  cost  of  services  provided  for 
their  children. 
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65‘/o  of  the  area  is  served  by  the  Council's  main,  the 
remaining  35/d  dr.iv..'  \;ator  from  deep  and  sheXlo'.;  v;ells.  i.'ost 
01  thvj  sun  ace  .7clls  in  the  area  arc  potcntici-lly  a source  of 
danger  to  Public  Health.  it  uill  be  a great  advantage,  from  a 
Public  Health  point  of  vicy,  nhen  the  comprehensive  G-ower  ’7ater 
Scheme  is  completed, 

Teh  on  and  R c s u 1 


Results. 

35 

Satisfactory. 

1 1 

unsatisfactory. 

16 

Fairly  Satisfactory, 

1 1 

For  Chemical  Examination. 

Iviilh  is  a very  nutritious  food  especially  for  the  young. 
Unf or tunatc ly^  it  can  be  a vehicle  for  disease  especially 
Tuberculosis  and  Brucella  ^.bortus. 


If  the  milk  is  obtained  from  healthy  herds,  and 
milking ^ done  under  proper  hygienic  conditions,  and  a 
precautions  are  tolcen,  it  should  reach  the  consumer 
form. 


the 

.11  proper 
in  a safe 


The  general  consensus  of  medical  opinion  is  that 
precaution,  all  milk  should  be  properly  pasteurised. 


area  like  ours  where  there  is  a very  high  percent; 
unpasteurised  milk,  it  is  desira.ble  that  all  milk 


in 


deficiency  which  may  re 
the 


The  slight 


treated  before  giving  it  to  the  yoLmg, 

3ult  can  easily  be  remedied 
vit  jmins. 


c hi Id  ren  s upp lemen t ary 


go  of 
should 
vitamin 
by  giving 


another 

ail 

be  heat 


1/3  of  the  deaths  in 
in  children  under  5 years 
2,000  deaths  a year  with, 
of  invalidism. 


this  country  from  Tuberculosis 

of  age  are  due-  to  the  Bovine  Onganism  -- 

of  course,  a much  larger  incidence 


The  ninerican  Tnoops  in  this  country  were  not  allowed 
to  drinlc  milk  unless  it  was  both  from  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds, 
and  had  been  pasteurised,. 


During  the  yea.r  13  samples  of  milk  produced  in  this  area 
were  submitted  for  the  Tuborculosiste st,  the  results  of  which 
were  all  negative. 


-I  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 

could  be  carried  out  but  at  present  the  number  of  samples  which 
con  be  forwarded  to  the  laboratory  are  limited  by  the  County 
Council,  due  to  the  shortage  of  Guinea  Pigs, 


15. 


Bacteriological  samples  of  milk  vjGre  taken  on  29 
occasions,  and  found  to  be;- 

f 

Satisfactory  14 

Unsatisfactory  15 


HOUSIITG-. 


Tbe  bousing  position  is  extremely  acute,  and  there  is 
considerable  overcrowd ing  in  the  area.  There  is  a suljstant ial 
number  of  houses  that  will  be  dealt  vjith  under  the  Slum 
Cl ear  mice. 

xit  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  the  position 
regarding  applicants  for  council  houses  is  as  follows 

In  this  area,  there  are  some  SO  council  houses. 

1.  There  are  at  present  4 families  applying  for  council 

houses,  who  are  living  in  apartments  or  living  through  and  through 
with  the  tenants,  or  occupiers, 

2.  In  addition,  77  families  now  residing  in  other  houses  have 
applied  for  council  houses  on  account  of  various  circumstances. 

3.  Of  the  above  (1  and  2),  81  families  are  overcrowded,  and 
the  .houses  are  in  a bad  state  of  repair. 

4.  There  are  2 families  living  in  apartments  where  one  member 
is  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  where  it  is  desirable  that 
better  accommodation  be  provided. 


To  meet  with  the  housing  emergency,  the  council  contemplates 
erecting  100  houses,  of  the  throe  bedrooraod  , non-parlour  type 
on  new  sites.  During  the  erection  of  those  houses,  the  council 
can  then  take  stock  of  the  hous.ing  conditions  in  the  district, 
and  consider  their  future  programmes. 

Adequate  housing  at  economic  rents  is  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  community,  it  is  useless 
giving  a family  a decent  house  if  it  means  that  duo  to  the 
high  rent,  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  good  food. 
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16. 


FOOD. 


Tlie  following  foods  wore 
inspector  during  the  year: 


Dates. 
Milk. 
Bacon. 
Cabbage  s. 
Butter. 


condemned  by  the  sanitary 


86  lbs. 
15  tins. 
28  lbs. 

4 cuts. 

15  lbs. 


S/ULD  OP  FOOD  /ilTD  DRUGS  ACT,  .lilD  MILK  alTD  CRE/il/I  REGUL..TIOI'T. 


The  duties  of  inspection  under  the  above  acts  are  entrusted 
to  the  Officers  of  the  County  Police,  of  and  above  the  rank  of 
Sergeant. 

Through  the  kindness  of  superintendent  Lyons,  I am  able  to 
give  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  and  sent  to  the 
public  iinalyst  to  be  analysed  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  etc., 
in  the  Gower  Rural  District  during  1944. 

25  milk  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  of  these  21 
were  genuine,  3 were  deficient  in  milk  fat,  and  one  contained 
added  waiter.  proceedings  were  instituted  in  two  cases  where 
there vas  deficiency  in  milk  fat  and  also  in  the  case  of  added 
water,  the  vendors  being  fined  in  each  case.  in  the  remaining 
case  of  the  sample  which  was  slighly  deficient  in  milk  fat,  the 
vendor  7Jas  cautioned  by  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Council. 

The  samples  were  obtained  from  Llaniiiorlai s,  Tlircc  Crosses, 
Dunvant,  pen  claw  dd  and  Kill  ay. 
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COCKLES, 


I have  many  times  Torouglit  to  the  notice  of  the  G-ower 
Rural  District  Council  the  unsatisfactory  uay  in  which  the 
shellfish  are  gathered  in  the  G-ower  area.  I recommend  that 
this  industry  should  be  properly  controlled,  otherwise  it  can 
bo  a danger  to  Public  Health. 

As  an  immediate  and  short-term  policy,  I recommend, 

1.  Definite  suitable  places  should  bo  allotted  both 

for  boiling  and  washing, 

2,  ;,reas  Imown  to  be  near  sewage  outfalls  or  any  other 

source  of  pollution  should  be  banned. 

3*  notices  should  be  posted  at  the  selected  boiling 
places  stating  that  the  boiling  should  be 
continued  for  a prescribed  time,  (Experiments 
are  being  made  on  samples  of  penclawdd  Cockles 
to  determine  the  minimum  time  to  make  the 
cockles  safe.  )' 

4.  ivater  for  washing  should  come  only  from  the 

Council's  piped  supply, 

5,  ^.11  cockles  must  be  boiled  and  a ban  should  be 

placed  on  the  exposure  of  cocleLes  in  their  shells 
for  food. 

6,  There  should  be  a.dequate  supervision  by  the 

Sanitary  inspector  or  person  specially  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  the  boiling  and  washing  processes, 

7.  The  cocnles  should  be  prepared  and  distributed  from 

all  cockle  areas  under  aseptic  conditions* 


The  long-term  policy  would  be  the  installing  of  proper 
plant  to  render  shell  fish  industry  safe. 
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P P IJ  17  D I X. 


1.  General  ^S^tati  sties. 

Area  of  District.  38,  153  acres# 

no#  of  inhabited  houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year.  3>  030. 


Rateable  value  of  District.  £34, 460# 

sum  represented  hy  1d.  rate.  £123* 

Registrar-General ’ s estimate 
of  resident  population 
mid  1944. 

2. 

Live  Births:— 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Still  Births;- 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Deaths ; - 


10#  9 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births# 

5-5 


Deaths. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis.  “ ) 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes.  1 ) 
Total,  1 ) 


1 1 , 000. 


Ex^trac t Status tic^s^  ^of  the  ,Year. 


Total 

Urn 

P. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 
of  t he  G s t ima  ted 

167 

91 

76  ; 

1 resident  population# 

9 

4 

5 ! 

1 16#  0 

Total 

M. 

p. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

5 

1 

4 j 

- 

- 

- ’ 

1 27. 6 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 

120 

66 

54 

resident  population# 
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3 

Doatli  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages).  - 19 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages).  - - 

Deaths  from  '^hooping  Cough  (all  ages).  - — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  ago).  - - 


57 

47 

222 


